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Urban Greenspaces Institute



1903 Olmsted Portland Park Masterplan

John Charles Olmsted, son of
Frederick Law Olmsted, Sr.

Ross Island Park

RI'f these islands can be obtained at a reasonabl e
their acquisition will unquestionably prove in the long run a very
profitable investment O.the groves of trees on thi:

source of pleasure to all who live, or have to pass, within sight of it
on both sides of the river.f

John Charles Olmsted, 1903



Sherry Ross Land Claim, 1848

Survey Map of 1852




Urban Biodiversity Is Not An Oxymoron
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CHAPTER 1 Current Conditions

FIGURE 1-2

Understanding Conditions at Multiple Scales
Conservatior
\“'-“%’I} 1 An important benefit of our approach is the flexibility to analyze data

FOR 11 GREATER
PORTIAND-VANCOUVER

at any scale, from the 3,000-square-mile region to the local neigh-
borhood. The following examples represent patterns of land cover
and relative conservation value as one zooms in from the regional to

the neighborhood scale.

Regional
At the regional geographic scale, most small, local habitats are not
nt. Only the most prominent features stand out, such as ri

and large forest blocks. The highest scoring areas reflect habitats
that significant conservation value within the 0-square-mile
region. Most highly fragmented urban habitats are not represented
at this scale even though these areas are critical to regional biodi
versity.

BIODIVERSITY GUIDE

Local

FIGURE 1-1

Pt ¢ S 1 - .' 1 A ntermediate scale finer habitat erns are more apparent
Regional Conservation Modeled Output ¥ _ ; 3 v A\t this intermediate scale, finer habitat patterns are more apparen

gional elements are still prominent. In this example, blocks
h-Value Lands in the Region A - 3
s iy vever, mote th cres of \ d At » tat barely visible at the regional scale become more domi
nant. For example, patterns of street thin east Port
land become recognizable as a potential regional planning element
Opportunities to crea ological connections between regional
sites are suggested. Only the highest scoring areas at this scale are

likely to have regional significance

Neighborhood

At the local scale, the neighborhood, features that appear less
significant at the regional scale are apparent. Habitats barely or not
recognizable at larger scales, such as local parks, creeks,

hillsides, or tree patches can be woven into a meaningful framework
and incorporated into local hab onservation planning, neighbor

hood by neighborhood
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Ross Island Archipela

Photo Mike Houc
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Timeline
Ross Island has been an important resource for indigenous
peoples including the Multhomah, Wasco, Cowlitz, Kathlamet,
Clackamas, Chinook, Tualatin, Kalapuya, Molalla, for time immemi

1850 Sherry Ross Homsteads Ross Island for grazing. Ross also |
distillery turning out nBl ue I

1890 Ross I sl and was kbeankimousebo,
dwel | er s, where Ol i berated | ac
recited poetry. o *

1911 to 1924 Windemuth bath house and dance hall near downstr
of Ross Island

1912, Emanuel Mische, park director develops a plan for Ross Isle
iIncluding a playfield and crogquet and tennis courts.



1926 nNna syndi cafroemthe docklcammiasion,b i ¢
attorneys, and former governor set up Ross Island Sand and Grave
I n a flurry of cozy deal s with
1926 US Army Corps of Engineers builds a berm connecting RoSS
Hardtack Islands, creating a lagoon for gravel extraction and scouri
deeper channel to the west of Ross Island

1976 Robert Pamplin Sr. purchases Ross Island

1979 Portland City Council renews Ross Island dredging permit

19921998 Port of Portland contaminated material deposited in the |

1999 Salmon listed as endangered under Endangered Species Act



2000 Salmon listed as Endangered and Metro and Portland pass
resolutions to work toward rec

2001 Ross Island Sand & Gravel ceases extraction at Ross Island
salmon ESA listing and imports raw material from Columbia Gorge
And continues processing on Hardtack Island

2002 Ross | slanddos permit 1 s 0O
revises the reclamation plan.

2004 Ross Island ceases excavation and obtains raw materials in t
Columbia Gorge but continues processing on Hardtack Island.

2011 Portlandodos Bi g Pipe proje
billion. Material is deposited in Ross Island lagoon.

2015 Har mf ul al gal bl ooms appe
nHe

0
He at Domeso



2015 Port of Portland donates approximately five acres of the
downstream tip of Ross Island to the City of Portland.

2022 Oregon Department of St a
management plano for recl amat

*Nancy Gronowski, Portland Parks and Recreation
** Paradise Ross, Zach Dundas, Willamette Week



Emanuel Mische 1912 Plan
Includes Playfield, Croquet and Tennis Courts




Windemuth Bath House and Dance Hall
AnThe most popul ar
19111924 as a giant floating platform off
the northern tip of Ross Island and featul
a pool, dance pavilion that featured
ANnDances of Del i1 ght
It closed July 27, 1924 due to

pollution in the Willamette River.



19500s Scheme I ncludes: Wor |l d¢
Baseball Stadium, County Fair, Livestock Coliseum, Yacht Harbor,
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% = Aerial Photo of

Ross Island T 1963
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1979 Reclamation Plan:

Create 135 Acres of Upland Forest

Fill Lagoon to-20 feet (was130 feet)

20 Million Yards of Fill

350-foot buffer around 55 nest heron colony
Stakes to Monitor Erosion

No StateMandated Goals or End Date

No Wetland Habitat

Viewed At South Waterfront
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Ross Island
Reclamation Plan

Ross Island Sand & Gravel Co.
4315 SE McLoughlin Blvd.
Portland, Oregon

September 30, 2002

Prepared by

Landau Associates

Pacific Habitat Services, Inc.

Pam Wiley

20002001
Ross Island Reclamation Plan Advisory Committee:

David Bragdon, Metro

Ann Hanus, Department of State Lands
Jim Rue, Ross Island Sand & Gravel

Ben Meyer, NOAA

Erik Sten, City of Portland Commissioner
Mike Houck Urban Greenspaces Institute.

Facilitator: Pam Wiley
The committee revisited the 1979 Reclamation Plan an

significantly changed the 1979 plan, including advising
against filling the lagoon.



fills up big pink

2002 Plan 4.5 Million Cubic Yards of Fill

Dondot fill the | agoon
Create Wetland, Riparian and Shallow Water Habitat
Complete by 2013 (later revised to 2023)

Fi | | required = 50x ABI g




2002 Reclamation Plan

HABITAT AREAS

shallow water habitat ——#




Big Pipe: Completed in 2011, the Big Pipe Project took a generation ta build

20 yeard and $1.4 billion. CSOs have been nearly eliminated, dropping by 94 percen
to the Willamette and 99 percent to the slough, significantly improving river health.

To eliminate 100 percent of CSOs, the project cost would have doubled without a

Portland paid Ross Island to accept materials
from the Big Pipe project. Good news, it saved

Ve Ve

Portland money, butééél.

Another flaw in the restoration plan, Ross
Island was not ordered to secure fill. So, they
sat and waited for fill, thereby delaying
restoration. And, they charged for it.




Mike Houck arranges a kayak trip for the Oregonian Editorial Board




Entire editorial board writes individual follow up editorials calllng for completin
restoration and public ownership e T

editorial writers as they assembled at river's edge. But then, girding their kayaked loins, this sturdy crew ot
sailors all set forth. Make that almost all. There was one, a solitary male, who conspired, damply, to heed
instead the siren call of croissants.
The armada faced a
By noon, out ther
Herewith the har

sitimate in terra incognita, land t

n tumult and lee, each had found his or

A very pubhc island

ort at environmental redres
filling it in. A new island is growing inside
the hollow of the old.

t that way. P soon, we could build all sorts of
It really isn't much of an island. It's more  stuff out there, Hiking trails. Boat docks.

big hole = in the middk A beach. morning boat ride to Ro: t
otte River, Much of the sand What would you put on Ross Islanc oregonlive.com/opinion. (Look Yur the

and gravel used to build Portland came Ma vhal ( it needs is something headiine very public islal
hat it needs is Then, join the debate.

Buiid a

Ross Island How do you mine
ou:

mthiua at all. alight rain and a tippy kay place at
a ald eagl l back o ts nes. Then and there
ons: One, I'm cold and want to go back

er set foot on Ross Island.

tre looked at
it s e nea side of our-
selves. Few have spent much 1u'.m..1n..m other way
using the land ss & window on the city. And that's

ct marvel a thecity \ ne and frame the

\-«en hes from members of The

Oregonian'’s editorial bo: rd n Page E4,
Watch a narrated slide s au early
T

with

within sight of their down-
towns, Look what th

e In the Wild. Of course, eagles

ey le Ros Iand. But showld hun
heir kingdom via kayak

This is one of the easiest places in Or olearn to kayak

njoy only what the

n. So why
el to build

I'm not inte
R assi

s Island’s pote buildi
ot honoring city park that the Olmstes
1 public 0 the mainland. Bu
mp and a European-s
ki

\\I\.n itis, atn “hutte” — -vi
wildlife sanc
we'l .muum ble o see it: Rent a kayak, walk or bicycle
e motorboat ride —slowly from all ov
imagine for an hour, an
tobe an eay

Once was enough
Apocalypse bow v owing ot b e s nth ey

yillamette, I naively assumed our destination would be the
Head bowed, arms churning, pants soaked, I feltlike Conrad day’s reward.
of darkness. Like Col. Kur cating a 1 was wrong about that (pmuudp..\mum.mnmm

alypse now. No ing homes with their ch il
et .wd thy

past the thick \-hm ash and

I black cottonwe
East Island

l\\uu]d nd it: the lost la \,U:(wl\
There's a spot sla middle of the Holgate O
ere, if you

Nothing urban, that is. Not the g
Not a car.

Just the blue and green palette of perfect, p

There are more than 20 miles of the Willamet
Portland on which pe

of the u.,lgm Channel on whid
ity should — make that inel
d Fecie 1 flnd sich
The Oregon St ine Board F [ rin the heart of the city
must immediately designate a no ban reverie last e over an hour. Then we pad
wake zone through this area. This dled out of the rives a O 2 tion, the Ro
will do more than help stall the ero- Island lagoon, w /as instantly broken.
""“'h"ul\““\h little of Ross The dismal sight nu\mdr-( iting the Oregon mining
nd survives. it wil we tow of Sumpter, Landscapes ravaged by man Id & certain
recognize s s fascin: e ice
for Count me among who v 3 d to the
bald e

THE OPINION OF THE OREGONIAN EDITORIAL BOARD

The hole at Portland's heart

— Doug Bates

After almost a century of use and abuse, Ross Island needs a hug

heres a hole in the mid-

dle of our metropolis, -

right where its heart > = 3 o e Big Pipe sewer project. Mining on

should be. That's be- | e o) - e oy the island ended in 2001, but work I
cause, way back in 1926, our > s - z g e S L wvith sand and gravel barged to the

on-island processing plant from

off its dirt from the

booming burg decided Ross Is: 7

the perfect place A e s = i e s 33 3 the Columbia River continues.
ine th grav- 8 : - L 2 7 And could do so for quite some

y : : - tim
By the time we stopped digging e e s Some Portanders long for the
the hole was 125 feet dee 2 W > A day when the island is available for
3 recreation. Campers il

look up at South Waterfronters in
Ross, Hardtack, condos who look down on campers
survives today as little more thana
thin arc of upland forest ringing a
e lagoon littered with industri St
Dotted here and there s £ > e AERs " Advocates of some vmddlr
the detritus are/great blue b ®. . == : S  gounder limiting access to

ne !unl anders antici

and beaver, eagles and os
rey, river otter and raccoon.
rom Portland’s earliest days
when Ross Island was home to the
of frontier | dis
and a dance hall — there
n it into a
public park. The 1903 Olmsted
1 for Portland parks
series of ballf
bridges to both east
west bank

it was e busine: bly, ever since.
il +last year, Robert PamplinJr. ~ island, about 350

public baseball, that st
ated

1976. City officials

land Parks, which m:

roosting there last week have
young in their nest.
With much of the balance of the

Port-  priva v
intent on keeping it that way, an ad
hoc group of environmentalists

artists has formed v

Their

e the

the Ross Island Vision Team.

plan s still growing. Just
island mmmm is unde
e much of

Jh s ge g

Il he needs fror

floating viewing platforms, inter

pretive displays, even waterfront
interactive art

for all that industrial his

ate still rages. Should

ale

e at least thiee

» management plans un.

landowner’s. The

hat of the vision group

and their Friends of Ross Island. As

soon as he tak Mayor N

Adams should move quickly to

ke a fresh start, unitingall three

gle vision. A great city

ave something more than
ahole at its heart




Multiple environmental impacts on the islands




